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INTRODUCTION ADVOCACY

~ [EditorOs No&NCO meets regularly with national,
The ANCO FAX Newscuses on ANCOOs core regional, and statewide organizations to discuss issues of

activitiesl advocacy, clinical and professional importance to hematology/oncology practices and people
education, membership living with cancer. We
benefits, andssociation There is inf ormation in the continually seek input from
news, Whienembership Members Sagends e e

o - ings. your issu
mailings, FAX broadcasts, for every member of your practice to the ANCO office ]
and ListServ postings or °r9"",”'za“°rl‘-
continue, theANCO FAX Pass it along! ACCC, ASCO, ASH,
Newssummarizes this I Physician Members and National
information in a regular Legislative &
forum of important news to I :

I Nurses & Office Managers

members. Contact the ReQ“'?tOW ISS”?S
ANCO office for additional I Office Staff [EditorOs NofNCO is a

member of thédssociation of

information regarding any -
item published in the I Colleagues & Representatives Eféncnét;n;%/d(;asng;/(r:;;ger:;
ANCOFAX Newsr to affiliate othe American Society of
contribute items. ~ Clinical Oncolog#SCO).

ANCO and theAmerican Society of HematOAahy)
The ANCO FAX Newss sent to member share information with membeéfge regularly participate
practices (via FAX) and Corporate Member with these organizations on matters of national importance
contacts (via-eail). The next requl&NCO to cancer care ]
FAX Newsvill be published on Decembel'14 The United States Fooddbrug
Comments on and contributions to &&#CO Administration(FDA) recently approved new
FAX Neware always welcome and encouraged at boxed warnings, and other safigiated product
ANCO, P.O. Box 151109, San Rafael, CA labeling changes, for erythropoietin stimulating
949151109;Voice(415) 4723960;FAX:(415) agents (ESA$) treat chemotherapglated
472-3961;execdir@anamnline.org anemia in patients with cancer. The new labeling

stresses thdinical studies have not been

The Association of Northern California Onco{8i§1®) is an association of hematologists/oncologists dedicatef tc
promoting high professional standards of cancer care by providing a forum for the exchange of ideas, data, and k
The material contaiden theANCO FAX News intended as general information for ANCO members. Because
diagnostic, treatment, contracting, coding, and billing decisions should be madebgitasedsasis, any such
information contained in tlENCO FAX Newsay not applin any given situation. Members are encouraged to copta
their own consultants or advisors to obtain specific advice on matters relating to contracting, coding, and billing
information contained in theNCO FAX Newshould not be used as a substitutsuch advice.
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conducted to exclude E&ssociated tumor and provides insights on disease progression and
progression, or shortened survival, when ESAs areatient survival. Specifically, the guideline:

dosed to achieve lower hemoglobin levels. The
new labeling also states that, for cancer patients,
ESAs have not been demonstratedniraled

¥ Declares epoetin and darbepoetin
equally safe and effeetiv

clinical trials to improve symptoms of anemia, ¥ Recommends the use of ESAs as a
quality of life, fatigue, or patient well being. treatment option for cancer patients who
ASCO is currently examining how these changes become anemic as a result of _

will affect the joint ASCO/ASH updated clinical chemotherapy when their hemoglobin
practice guideline on the use of epoetin and approaches or falls below 10g/dL, as well
darbepoetinFor more information, contact as patients with lovisk myelodysplasia.
AscoOsancer Policy & Clinical Affairs ¥ Suggests that when usings=SA
Departmerdt (703) 2991050 or hemoglobin can be raised to (or near) a
publicpolicy@asco.org. concentration of 12 at which point the

dosage should be titrated to maintain
that level. Dose reductions are also
recommended when hemoglobin rise
exceeds 1g/dL in any tweek period or
when the hemoglobin leeaiceeds

Member®f Congressontinue to weigh in with
CMS on coverage of ESAREpresentativesa
Eshoo and Mike Rogers have introduced
HJResb54lisapproving CMSOs ESA NGBnate
Finance Committee Ciax Baucus has

introduced a companionibn the Senatdf 11g/dL. ) o

passed by both thtous@ndSenatand signed ¥ Recommends discontinuing use of ESAs
by thePresidenthis legislation would have the beyond six to eight weeks if a patient has
force of law and would prohibit CMS from not responded to the drug.

implementing the coverage change. In addition, ¥ Recommends monitoring the iron levels
Representattephen Cohen has introduced of patients being treated with ESAs and
HRes68 urging CMS to reconsider its coverage providing supplements accordingly.
decision on ESAs and consult with members of ¥ Cautions agaihusing ESAs for cancer
the oncology community to make appropriate patients not receiving chemotherapy since
revisions to its policy. This resolution is a recent trials have shown increased
companion bill to th&enateesolution passed thromboembolic risks and decreased
September4 ANCO and ASCO applau survival under these circumstances.

Representati@shen, Eshoo, Rogers, &whator
Baucus for their action and their continued
commitment to cancer care. Please contact your
RepresentatiaesiSenatort® discuss the effect
this policy change is having on your practice an .
your patierg, and urge them to-sponsor these ASCO seeks member feedbackCbt5Os ESA

The guideline was published ahead of print at
bloodjournal.org and jco.org on OatoB2°.

The guideline will be published in print in both
q journals on Decembet. 1

important pieces of legislation. NCD. Please provide your input on the following
A recoréhg of ASCOOs national audioconference questions: .

and the presentation materiale available at ¥ How has CMSOs ESA NCD affected
www.asco.org/ESAAudiocall or via www-anco your practice?

online.orgCMSOs ESA NCD and FAQ= also ¥ How is your prdice planning to
available at www.anamline.org. implement the new policy in terms of
An updated ASCO/ASKlinical Practice tracking and documentation?
Guideline on the Use of ESAs in Patients with ¥ What concerns do you have about
Cancelhas been releas€he updated guideline implementing the new policy?

was derived from systematic reviews and analysis ¥ What additional clarification on the
of published clinical trials. It outlines the clotting policy is needed?

risks of ESAs, makes recommendations on usage,pjease email your responsgsactice@asco.org
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Formore information, please contact ASCOOs

Cancer Policy & Clinical Affairs Departatent
(704) 2991050 or publicpolicy@asco.org.

CMS released the 20@8ysician Fee Schedule

(PFS) on November'1Key highlights include:

Physician PaymentEhe conversion
factor will be set at $34.0682, a 10.1%
reduction from the 2007 level of
$37.8975Congressuld reverse this
reimbursement culitough legislation, as

it has done in the past. CMS continues to

phasen the new methodology for

practice expense RVUs, which causes the
practice expense RVUs for many services

to change in 2008.

Off-label Drug UseCMS does not
revise the list of compémdised to
determine covered-tdbel uses of drugs
used in anticancer chemotherapeutic
regimens. The final rule does, however,
create a new process for considering
requests for changes to the list.
DrugPointsvas not specifically named a
successor pulditon toUSRDI. This
does not mean it will not be a successor
publication, but the issue was not
discussed in the final rule.

IVIG Payment.CMS will continue to
pay for preadministration services for
IVIG furnished in physicians' offices in
2008 at ratesased on the practice
expense RVUs established in 2007.

ESAsCMS will provide implementing
instructions for the new requirement to
report hemoglobin or hematocrit levels
for cancer patients receiving-angmia
drugs.

Quiality Reporting.The 2007Physicia
Quality Reporting InitiatitQRI) is
extended for all of 2008. In addition, the
rule designates the fund that will pay for
the bonus payment.

Visitwww.anceonline.org/
ASCO2008PFS.pdbr ASCOOs complete
analysis of the 20G8ysician Fee Schealule
www.accecancer.org/PUBPOL/pdf/
pubpol_PFSrule2008.pidir ACCCOs
analysis. You may download
NHIC/MedicareOs 20@8ysician Fee
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Scheduleswww.medicarenhic.com/
cal_prov/fee_sched.shtml.

CMSOPRhysician Quality Reporting Initiative
(PQRI) establishes a financial incentive for
eligible professionals to participate in a voluntary
qualityreporting program. Eligible professionals
who successfully report a designated set of quality
measures on claims for dates of service from July
1°to December 3Imay earn a lump sum bonus
paymenin early 2008, subject to a cap, of 1.5%
of total allowed charges for covered Medicare
physician fee schedule services. You do not need
to enroll to participate in the program. You must
report the appropriate quality measure data on
claims using €6éodesd/or CPT codes. For
complete information on PQRI, including a User
Guide, Tool Kit for successful reporting,
beneficiary letters, FAQs, and presentation
materials from recent national provider calls, visit
www.cms.hhs.gov/PQHRHor information on the
2008PQRIl, visitwww.cms.hhs.gov/PQRI/
downloads/2008PQRIMPFSSummary.pdf.

cMSOBoctorOs Office Quality Information
Technology Universii®OQ-IT U) supports
health information technology (HIT) in
physiciansO officBOQ-IT U is an interactive,
Webbased tdadesigned to provide solo and
smahto-medium sized physician practices with
the education for successful HIT adoption. For
more information, visit the DOQ U website
atelearning.qualitynet.ongisitwww.asco.org
(Practice Resources > Electronic Healt
Records) famportant information about
electronic health records (EHRS).

ANCO and ASCO continue to work towards
ensuring that people with cancer have access to
quality cancer care in the communR®yactice
resources are available at wwwamnlgze.og

and www.asco.org/mma, including:

¥ The October 2007 quarterly update for
the Average Sales R#@®P) Medicare
Part B drugs pricing file.

Members may also caiiail ASCO's billing

and coding hotline at (703) 229054/
practice@asco.org fortopdate information on
changes in coding for drug administration

services, as well as billing and payments for drugs.
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NHIC/Medicare, DHS/MediCal,
& Private Payors

[EditorOs No&NCO communicates regularly with
National Heritage Insa@e CompaiifdHIC) that
administers Medicare in California anddkpartment of
Health Servic@3HS) that administers MediCal in
California.]

NHIC/Medicare has published lists of 2008
added and deleted HCPCS cadésit
www.medicarenhic.com/provideiessfe
addcodes_2008.pdir the list of added codes;
visitwww.medicarenhic.com/providers/fees/
deletecodes_2008.df the list of deleted
codes.

CMS has announced that it has awarded a
contract toPalmetto GBA, headquartered in
Columbia, South Carolinaptserve as the
Jurisdiction 1 (J1) Medicare Administrative
Carrier (MAC).J1 includes California, Hawaii,
Nevada, American Samoa, Guam and the
Northern Mariana IslandslACs will serve as
the primary point of contact for the processing
and payment of fder-service claims from
providers, such as hospitals, nursing facilities,
physicians, and other practitionBPeimetto

GBA will assume full responsibility for the work
in its jurisdiction no later than June 2008
Palmetto GBA currently serves Ohio, South
Carolina, and West Virginia as a Part B carrier.
State oncology societies in those states report
that Palmetto is a Owonderful carrierO and that
they Oget along great with the®NOO will be
working with its colleagues in Hawaii and
Nevada to establish arking relationship with
Palmetto in the very near future.

As of March 1, 2008, all providers must include
an NPI on their claims or the claims will reject

If providers have not yet applied for an NPI, they
need to do this soon. Those who must complete
a provider enrollment 855 form to have their
legacy numbers properly choatk to their NPI
should do so immediately. According to CMS,
your Medicare fefer-service claims must include
an NPl in the primary fields on the claim (i.e.,
the billing, payto, and rendering field¥jou may
continue to submit NPI/legacy pairs in these
fields or submit only your NPI on the claim. You
may not submit claims containingyoa legacy
identifier in the primary fields. Failure to submit
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an NPl in the primary fields will result in your
claim being rejected or returned as
unprocessable. Until further notice, you may
continue to include legacy identifiers only for the
secondarjelds.

The Medicare B Resoul@ecember 2007¥
available online at www.medicarenhic.com/news/
provider_news/mbr_dec07.péifnong the

subjects discussed most reléwvant
hematology/oncology are:

¥ Appeals Transition

¥ ASPs

¥ CCls

¥ Clinical Trials

¥ CMS1500 Form

¥ Laboratory Services (DOSSs)

¥ Medigap ClairBased Crossover
Process

¥ NP/CNS Services

¥ NPIs

¥ Oftlabel Use of AnrtCancer Drugs
¥ PET Scan Coding

¥ PhysicraFee Schedule

¥ Separately Billed Services

¥ SNF Consolidated Billing

¥ UPINs

Visit www.medicarenhic.com/cal_prov/
updates.shtml to leattme latestnformation
(updated weeklyjom NHIC/Medicare

EDUCATION

[EditorOs NofeNCO organizes clinical and professional
education meetings throughout the year and throughout
Northern California.]

Medicare Reimbursement for Oncology

ANCOOs annuslledicare Reimbursement for
Oncologyeetings will take place on Janu#ry 2
and ¥ in Sacramento and San JosZ, respectively,
and on January'8n FresnoBobbi Buell,

M.B.A., will present the latest information
impacting MediareOs reimbursement for
oncology in 2008. Gordon Hedrick, M.H.S.A.

will discuss CMSOs transition from Part B to
MAC carriers. The speakers will describe these
changes as well as provide information on how to
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analyze their impact on your oncology practice
and how your practice should respond to these

changes. A copy of the meeting announcement is

attached to this edition of tA&ICO FAX News
and will be mailed next week.

San Antonio Breast Cancer Symposium
Highlights 2007

ANCOOSan Antonio Breast CancepS&siom
Highlights 200Will take place on Wednesday
evening, Januar$,2008 at thédotel Nikkan
San Francisco. Faculty fr@manfordKathleen
Horst, M.D., Ph.D), UC DaviqRichard J. Bold
M.D.), andUC San Francisidichelle Melisko,
M.D., and Hope S. Rugo, M.D.will review the
clinically most important research results
presented at Decemb@&ysposiunthis
meeting will be moderated by Hope S. Rugo,
M.D., UC San Francis@nd accredited by
Indiana Universith meeting announcement will
be maiéd to all members in midecember.

ASH Highlights 2007

ANCOOASHHighlights 200Will take place on
Wednesday evening, Febru&y2608 at the
Hotel Nikkan San Francisco. Faculty froi@
Davis(Joseph M. Tuscano, M)andUC San
Franciscf.loyd E. Damon, M.D., Lawrence D.
Kaplan, M.D., and Charles A. Linker, M.kl
review the clinically most important research
results presented at Decemi#éd&sAnnual
MeetingThis meeting will be moderated by
Jeffrey L. Wolf, M.D.UC San Francis@nd
accreded byindiana UniversitA meeting
announcement will be mailed to all members in
late December.

ASCO!s 2008 Genitourinary Cancers
Symposium

ASCOQR008 Genitourinary Cancers Symposium:

A Multidisciplinary Approaetl take place at the
San Francisco Matt, February 146", 2008.
The meeting is being hosted by ASCO in
collaboration with thAmerican Society for
Therapeutic Radiology and Onantdghe
Society of Urologic Oncoldgi
www.asco.org/meetings for more information.
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ASCO Annual Meeting

ASCO members can now register for the 2008
Annual Meetingefore registration opens to the
general public on Decemb&r Bdvance access

to meeting registration includes first choice of
ticketed sessions (sucMast the Professod
Clinical Problenrs Oncologyessions, ticket
prices for which have been reduced in 2008).
Exclusive access to housing reservations has been
available to ASCO members since September.
The quickest and most convenient way to take
advantage of this exclusive member bexefit i
register online. Members can also complete and
mail or FAX the form available in the 2008
Registration Announcepnvelmich will mail in

early December. There is a $10-redandable
processing fee for all registrations received by
FAX or mail. The deléine for early registration is
April 258", 2008. Visit www.asco.org/
annualmeeting for more information and to
register.

Additional Education Meetings

Other meetings of possible interest to ANCO
member practices are:

December's

Advances in the Treatment of Renal Cell Cancer
CanceCare

Telephone Education Workshop

December'7

Medical Update on Pancreatic Cancer
CanceCare

Telephone Education Workshop

December 41"

49" Annual ASH Annual Meeting & Exposition
American Society of Hematology

Atlanta

December 13

Update on the Treatref Liver Cancer
CanceCare

Telephone Education Workshop

December 18

Update on Lymphoma Treatment from the 2007
American Society of Hematology (ASH) Annual
Meeting

CanceCare

Telephone Education Workshop
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December 19

The Latest Developments Repdtte 38

Annual San Antonio Breast Cancer Symposium
CanceCare

Telephone Education Workshop

January 16

Marrow or Cord Blood Transplant as a Treatment
Option

CanceCare

Telephone Education Workshop

February 6", 2008

CHF Regulatory Boot Camp
Californe Hospice Foundation
San Diego

February ®", 2008

Colorectal Cancer: New Frontiers in Surveillance,
Diagnosis, and Treatment

John Muir Cancer Institute

Walnut Creek

Please contact the ANCO office for more
information abouthtese meetings.

MEMBERSHIP RESOURCES

i & BENEFITS
[EditorOs Notdl ANCO members are also eligible for
several tangible benefits.]

ANCO On-Line
ANCOOs websiteww.anceonline.org features:

¥ a general descriptiand introduction
to theAssociatipits activities, leadership,
and membership benefits.

¥ advocacy information (including ANCO
and ASCO Medicare resources).

¥ clinical and professional education
meeting announcements and distributed
materials.

¥ surveyeports, publications, and
ListServ

¥ clinical trials information.
¥ links to affiliated organizations.

¥ updated physician, nurse, manager, and
patient resources.

ANCO FAX News
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Benefits

ANCO continues to seek ways to make
membership more beneficiihe Bard

identifies, reviews, and approves of additional
membership benefits. In addition to the benefits
derived from its advocacy, educational, and
information dissemination activities, ANCO
members may also benefit from several tangible
benefits from a numbef vendorsincluding:

¥Oncology Supp®S)international
Oncology NetwtkON); contact Doug
Storer at (650) 219282 or
douglas.storer@iononline.camPaul
Sullivan at (602) 392166 or
paul.sullivan@iononline.com

¥McKesson Specialty OncolaipeSer
(formerlyNational Oncology Alliance
NOA); contact Scot Wagner at (866)
466-2462 orswagner@noainc.coon
Patrick Wals at (415) 7938736 or
patrick.walsh@mckesson.com)

¥ Onmark/OTN;contactlennifer
Semanik at (415) 497750 or Tony
Policani a{509) 9950280 or
anthony.policoni@otnnet.cpor

Monique Weston at (650) 82108 or
monigue.weston@onmarkservices.com

¥Oncology Pharmaceutical Services
(OPS) a division otJS Oncology
contact Sean Taylor@tl5) 2354673
or sean.taylor@usoncology.co

ANCO andMcKesson Specialty Oncology
ServiceBave agreed to make OncoEMR, an
oncologyspecific Weklbased electronic medical
record, available to ANCO members at a
significant discount~or mae information about
OncoEMR, please contact your McKesson/NOA
representative.

Onmarkpresents a webcast entitledivances in
the Treatment of Renal Cell Carcinana
Tuesday, Decembeé?.4n addition,Onmark
presents a webcast entitMdximizing the
Value of Regimen Profilen Wednesday,
December 12 Enroll for these webcasts at
www.onmarkservices.com (Events).

OTN has entered into an exclusive agreement
with Altos Solutionthat adds electronic medical
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record (EMR) functionality to OTNOs current The followingupdate(s) to th®irectoryshould

integrated Lynx technology platforrioynx be inserted in the appropriate location(s):
mecioal ecord capabities and niegrates directly  ALPHABETICAL DIRECTORY
b 9 y OF PHYSICIAN MEMBERS

with LynxO existing automated charge capture, _ _
inventory management, and practice managementMichelle Melisko, M.D.

tools. Universiy of California, San Francisco
Box #1710
San Francisco, CA 9414310
ASSOCIATION NEWS Telephong415) 8853732
. FAX: (415) 3539592
Board of Directors mmelisko@medicine.ucsf.edu
The ANCO Board of Directoreleconferenced John Park, M.D.
on November 13to discuss and/or act upon the University of California, San Francisco
following issues: Box #1710
¥ Public and private advocaayeiss Saln F[:anci.sco, CA 9414310
¥ Clinical and professional education li;p on%jigg%%%gggg
programs. jpark@cc.ucsf.edu

¥ Membership activities.

¥ Boardnominations and retirements. Hope Rugo, M.D.

University of California, San Francisco

¥ ANCOOs finances. Box #1710
Contact the ANCO office for additional San Francisco, CA 9412310
information on any of these items. Telephong415) 3537428

FAX: (415) 3539592

The ANCOBoard of Directargeets regularly by hrugo@medicine ucsf.edu

teleconference and occasionally in person to
discuss issues affectingssociatipnlinical and -
professional education, and ways to better serve Institutional Member News

the membershif@oardneetings are open to ANCO thanks the followinigstitutional
individual physician members. Memberdor their support:

¥ Stanford University Medical Oncology
¥ University of California, Davis,

ANCO member Barbara McAneny, M.D., has Cancer Center

beennominated for ASC@®residentlect The . . S .
ASCOAnnual Electioppens on Januaryf,2 ¥ University of California, San Francisco
2008 and ANCO urges all members to vote prior For information orontinuing medical

Individual Member News

to the close of the election on Februdfy 15 education meetings organized by our
2008. Institutional Membersplease visit:

The ANCO Directory of Members 200% ¥med.stanford.edu/seminars/eme
published and mailed to ANCO ployan all.jsp?qcme=on

members; nurse and office manager contacts; and, ¥ www.ucdmc.ucdavis.edu/cme/
Corporate Member representatives at the end of conferences

June 2007. Additional copies are available from ¥ www.cme.ucsf.edu/cme/

the ANCO office upon request. Please verify your index.aspx?Display=Date
Directonentry and contact the ANCO office UCSFO#&h Annual UCSF Clinical Cancer
with any corretions, additions, and/or deletions.  ypdatetakes place at Lake Tahoe on January 25
The nextDirectoryvill be published in June 27", 2008. Visit www.cme.ucsf.edu/cme/

2008. CourseDetail.aspx?coursenumber=MSU08006
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for more information.

Stanford@$" Annual Multidisciplinary
Management of Cancers: A ¢dased
Approact{formerly theNorthern California
Tumor Board at Silveradw)ill be presented
by theStanford University School of Medicine
on March 1416", 2008. Tumor boards and
panels on breast, gastrointestinal,
genitourinary, gynecological, and thoracic
cancers; hematological malignancies and
lymphoma; and, dilemmas in patient
management, ethics, and supportive and
palliative care will be presertigdaculty

from Stanford University, UC Dau€ San
Francis¢c@and the community. For more
information, to register, or to submit a case
study, visit cancer.stanford.edu/calendar/
events/2008/ammc.html or conthesinifer
Schafer at (650) 72288 or
schafer@stanford.edu.

Stanford@ranimir (Brandy) Sikic, M.D., has
been nominated faan open position
(undesignated specialty) on the ASB@ard of
Directors The ASCQAnnual Electioopens on
January 2, 2008 and ANCO urges all members
to vote prior to the close of the election on
February 15 2008.

Corporate Member News

ANCO thanks e followingCorporate Members
for their generous support that enables ANCO to
provide services to the hematology/

oncology community in Northern California, and
to provide its members and their patients with
substantial benefits in the areas of advocacy,
education, and information dissemination:

Abraxis Oncology ¥ Alexion Pharmaceutical
AMGEN ¥ AstraZeneca
Bayer Healthcare Pharmaceuticals
biogenIDEC
BristolMyers Squibb Oncology
CelgenéCephalon Oncology
Clarient Diagnostics ¥ Eisai
Enzon Pharmaceutca
Genentech BioOncology
Genitope Corporation ¥ Genomic Health
Genzyme Oncology ¥ Hospira
Lash Group Healthcare Conssiltan
Lilly Oncology

ANCO FAX News
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McKesson Specialty Oncology Services
MGI Pharma ¥ Millennium
Novartis Oncology
Oncology Pharmaceutical Services
Oncdogy Supply/IONGHhmark
Ortho Biotech ¥ OSI Pharmaceuticals ¥ OTN
Pfizer Oncology ¥ Pharmion
Roche Oncology ¥ Sanofi Aventis Oncology
Schering?lough Oncology ¥ Vidacare

Renewal packages for ANCO 2008 Corporate
Memberships were mailed to Corporate Member
contacts in early October.

We especially wish to thank and welodigdon
PharmaceutisalCelgene, Eisgéénzyme Oncology,
HospiraandVidacaras new Corporate Members
in 2007 and 2008. We regret to announce that
GlaxoSmithKlinendMatrix Oncologye no

longer Corporate Members of ANCO.

Bayer HealthCare Pharmaceutig#lsrms

ANCO that the FDA has approved sorafenib
tablets for the treatment of patients with
unresectable hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), or
liver canceitin 2005sorafenilbecame therét

new treatment in more than a decade for
advanced kidney cancer.

BristotMyers Squibb Oncolagjorms ANCO
that theFDA has approved ixabepiloioe the
following two indications:

¥ in combination with capecitabine for

the treatment of patients witletastatic

or locally advanced breast cancer resistant
to treatment with an anthracycline and a
taxane, or whose cancer is taxane
resistant, and for whom further
anthracycline therapy is contraindicated.

¥ as monotherapy for the treatment of
metastatic ookally advanced breast
cancer in patients whose tumors are
resistant or refractory to anthracyclines,
taxanes, and capecitabine.

In addition,BristotMyers Squibb Oncology
informs ANCO that the FDA granted
accelerated approval of a new dosing
regimen of dsatinibfor the treatment of
adults with chronic phase (CP) chronic
myeloid leukemia (CML) with resistance or
intolerance to prior therapy, including
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imatinib. The new dosing regimen is 100mg,
taken orally once daily.

Novartis Oncologgforms ANCO that tle
FDA has granted accelerated approval to
nilotinib for use in the treatment of chronic
phase (CP) and accelerated phase (AP)
Philadelphia chromosome positive chronic
myelogenous leukemia (CML) in adult
patients resistant or intolerant to prior
therapy thiincluded imatinib.

Publications, Services, & Surveys

You may already be familiar WiBCOOs
Clinical Practice Guidelindsut did you know
they are accompanied by dagyse clinical
tools? These tools include slide sets, and
summaries of the guidelines, and risayilaclude
patient chart tools, such as flow sheets. In the
midst of a busy practice, these tools enable
oncologists to use the latest guidelines on
emerging issues in clinical oncology. All of these
tools are free of charge and available online
through www.asco.org/guidelindsSCOOs most
recently promulgated/updated guideliceser
updated recommendations foralse of tumor
markers in breast cancadjuvant chemotherapy
and adjuvant radiation therapy for stagjiés |
resectableon-small cell lungancer an update
on the use @poetin and darbepoetiand
recommendations feenous thromboembolism
prophylaxis and treatmeirt patients with
cancer.

Thomson HealthcareDrigPointds the official
succesor publication to th&SP DI Drug
CompendiunDrugPointgicludes many of the
same features as theP DI However, there are
some important differences. While the current
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¥ Require coverage of all Fapproved
and offlabel uses list@dDrugPoints
under the respective programs involved.

Visit www.micromedex.com/products/uspdi/vl/
or contact ASCOQancer Policy & Clinical
Affairs Departmeat (703) 2991050 for more
information.

ANCO recently distributed (via FAX andhail)

a briefANCO Member Survey onrRate Payor
Claims Processintf you did not received the
survey, then please download one from
www.anceonline.orgThe ANCO Board of
Directorsvishes t@ursue details of ANCO
member experience with regarcbtdine claims
processing hassles encoadtesith private
carriers. They will use the findings of the survey
in developing more effective advocacy positions
and strategies.

Membership Dues for 2008

Membership renewal notices for 2008, an annual
election ballot, and 200&nnual Reponill be
mailed to all members during the wexk
December 3. Return your 2008 membership
dues to ANCOto ensure your inclusion he
ANCO Directory of Members 20@2 sure to
provide ANCO with the name(s) of office
and/or nurse manager contact{®ose not
renewing their membership by Juf)e2Q08 will
be deleted from tHairectory of Membeaad will
no longer be eligible for any ANCO benefits.
Contact the ANCOoffice if you did not receive
or misplaced your membership dues renewal
notice.

ANCO seeks new membeak.members of a
practice should join ANCCProvide the ANCO

USP Dillists uses as Oaccepted,® Oacceptance neffice with the names and addresses of colleagues

established,O or Ounaccepted@yitex
DrugPointsvill publish uses according to a tiered
rating system. ASCO has sent a letter to CMS
requesting that it issue instructions to its
Medicare contractors, state Medicaid programs,

and Medicare Part D plans regarding coverage of

off-label dug uses listed DrugPoints
Specifically, ASCO has requested that CMS to:

¥ RecognizerugPointsas the successor
publication taJSRDI with the same
authoritative status SRDI; and,

you would like invited to join ANCO.
A larger ANCO is a stronger ANCO!



