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INTRODUCTION

The ANCO FAX Newsfocussson ANCOGcae
activitiesN advocay, clinicd and professond

ADVOCACY
[Editor@Nate ANCO mestsregularly with nationd,
regiond, and gatewide organizationsto discusisuesof
importance to hematology/oncology practicesand people

educdion, membaship
bendfits and Asodation
news While membeaship
mallings, FAX broadcags
and LigServ pogdings
continue, the ANCO FAX
Nenvssummarizesthis
information in aregular
forum of important newsto
membe's Contact the
ANCO officefor additiond
information regarding any
item published in the
ANCO FAX Newsor to
contributeitems

for every member of your practice

There is information in the
ANCO FAX News

or organization.
Pass it along!

! Physician Members
! Nurses & Office Managers

I Office Staff

Colleagues & Representatives

living with cancer. We
continudly seek input from
memberson agendaitemsfor
these meetings. Send your issues
tothe ANCO office]

ACCC, ASCO, ASH,
and National Legislative
& Regulatory Issues

[Editor@Nde ANCO isa
member of the Asdation of
Community Canog Centa's
(ACCC) and agae/regiona
dffiliate of the Ameican Sodey of
Clinical Oncdogy (ASCO).
ANCO and the American Sodety

o Hematdogy (ASH) shareinformation with members We
regularly participate with these organizationson matters of
naiona importanceto cancer care]

The United SatesFood & Drug Adminigration
recently issued dertsand warningsfor
erythropoiess gimulating agents (ESAS)
reporting ahigher risk of seriousand life-
threstening events associated with the use of
ESAsin variousclinicd applicaions. In reponse,
CMSinitiated aNational Coverage Analyss
(NCA) to evduaethe use of these drugsin non-

The ANCO FAX Newsis sent to member
pracices (viaFAX) and Corporate Member
contact (viae-mail). Thenext regular ANCO
FAX Newswill bepublished on April 20"
Commentson and contributionsto the ANCO
FAX Newsare dwayswdcome and encouraged at
ANCO, P.O. Box 151109 San Rafed, CA
949151109;Vace (415)472-3960;FAX: (415)
472-3961;ExecDir@anco-online.org.

The Asodation of Northern Califarnia Onadoges(ANCO) isan asodation of hematologigs/oncologigsdedicated to
promoting high professiona dandardsof cancer care by providing aforum for the exchange of ideas data, and knowledge.
Themateria contained in the ANCO FAX Newnsisintended asgenera information for ANCO members Because
diagnodic, treetment, contracting, coding, and billing decisonsshould be made on a case-by-case bads any such
information contained in the ANCO FAX Newvsmay not gpply in any given stuaion. Membersare encouraged to contact
their own conaultantsor advisorsto obtain sedific adviceon mattersrdatingto contracting, coding, and billing. The
information contained in the ANCO FAX Newsshould not be used asasubgitutefor such advice
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rend disease gpplicaions Theinitiad 30-day
public camment period runsuntil April 13". The
NCA canment period dlowsdl interesed
partiesto conment on proposed decisgon memos,
to seek clarificaion of poged information, to
provide additiona information that may be
usful in the decison making process, and to
provide informed opinions on the subject under
candderation. When canmentingto CM S
includedl rdevant clinicd gudiesand scientific
information. To canment electronicdly vist
wwwcnshhs.gov/med/
viewtrackingsheat.ag01d=203and click on the
orange GCommentObox. Please note that these
canmentsaredirected a CM S policy making.
NHIC/Medicaehasdready revised itsESA
coverage policy (see bdow).

A CM S 2007 Phydcian Quality Reporting
Initiative (PQRI) webpageisnow awailade. It
includesarevised PoweaPoint presentaion under
the Educational Resurosstab. PQRI esablishesa
financid incentive for digible professonasto
participatein avoluntary quality-reporting
program. Eligible professonaswho succesully
report adesgnated st (at least three of apossble
gaxty-9x in 80% of gpplicable cases) of qudity
meaaureson clamsfor daes of servicefrom July
1* to Decambea 31%, 2007, may earn alump sum
bonuspayment in early 2008 subject to ace, of
1.5% of totd dlowed chargesfor covered
Medicae phydcian fee schedule services You do
not need to enroll to participatein the program.
You mug report the gppropriate quaity measure
dataon clamsusng G-codesand/or CPT cades
(now avalable a www.cms.hhsgov/ PQRI; under
the MeasuredCadestab; see more bdow). For
more information on PQRI, vigt
wwwcmshhsgov/ PQRI/
01_Overview.axp#TopOfPage A MLN Matta's
articlewith important information on the 2007
PQRI isd avalablea wwwemshhsgov/
minmattersarticles downloadd mm5558 pdf.
Ligten to areplay of theMarch 27" nationa
provider cdl on PQRI by cdling (888)3484629
(pasxode 549030)read atranscript by vigting
wwwcmshhsgov/PQRI; or, download the
PoweaPoint didesat www.cmshhsgov/PQRI/
30_HlucdionaResourcesagp# TopOf Page.

CM S hasrdeasd detailed secificationsfor
measuresto bereported aspart of the PQRI
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program Messuresthat may bedirectly
goplicableto hematologigsoncdogigsinclude:

1. Hormond thergpy for Stage I C-111,
ER/PR postive breeg cance.

2. Chemothergpy for Sagelll cdon
cace paients

3. Documentation of achemothergpy
trestment plan prior to chemothergpy
adminidration.

4. Badineflow cytometry gudies
performed for CLL.

5. Intravenous bisphogphonate thergpy
for multiple mydoma

6. Documentation of iron goresprior to
initigting erythropoietin thergpy for
MDS.

7. Badine cytogenetic tesing performed
on bonemarrow for MDS or acute
leukemia

ASCO will devdop additiond educdiona
resourcesfor oncdogigswho areinteresed in
participating in PQRI. ASCO a0 will
continueto promote the use of measuresthat
provide clinicdly meaningful datato

reporting phydcians

ASCO'sPracticd Tipsfor theOncdogy Practice
4th Edition, isnow awailade. The new edition
ansvasthemos canmonly asked quetionson
cading, billing, and reembursement of oncdogy-
rdaed services and includes expanded
discussonson billing requirements nurse
practitionersand physcian assgants, Medicae
Part D, and thelawsand regulations affecting
oncdogy offices The publicaion can be
purchesad by cantacting ASCO publicdionsa
ascpubs@esco.org or cdling (888)273-3508
Thebook can ds bepurchased online a
WWWasC0.0rg.

ANCO and ASCO cotinueto work towards
enauring that people with carce hawe acessto
guaity carce carein thecommunity. Practice
repurcesare avalablea wwwanco-onlineorg
and www.asco.org/mma, including:

¥ASCOGAdaptingto Changssin
Medicare2007PoweaPoint presentation.
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¥The April 2007 quarterly update for the
Avaage SesPrice (ASP) Medicae Part B
drugspricingfile.
Membeasmay dso cdl/e-mal ASCO'sbilling
and coding hotlineat (703)299
1054 practice@asco.org for up-to-date
information on changesin cading for drug
adminidration srvices aswdl asbilling and
paymentsfor drugs

CMA, MOASC, and State Legislative &
Regulatory Issues

[Editor@Nate ANCO and the Medical Oncdogy Assod ation
of Southern California (MOASC) are members of the
California Madical Asadation@(CMA) House of Ddeptes
and Coundl on Legdation. ANCO and MOASC
coordinate advocacy activitiesin Californial]

Join the California Breags Cance Resarch
Program (CBCRP) at one of several upcaming
gakeholder meetingsto advisethem on how to
inves $18M for the Special Resarchlnitiatives
focusng on environmental linksto breas carce
and the unequal burden of the dissa® Thenext
meeting is scheduled for San Franciscoon April
11"™; atdephone/web conferenceisscheduled for
April 12", Advocaes ressarchers hedthcae
providers and anyoneinteresed in theeisues
areinvited to atend. For moreinformation and
to regider, vist wwweabreasdcance.org/gi or cdl
(888)3132277.

CMA and county medical ocieties are cahogting
asriesof ssminarsto hep physcianpracices
asess payor contracs and prepare for contract
negotiations. Taking Chargeseminarsare
scheduled asfollows

¥April 14-15", Monterey
¥dune 7-8", N goa Solano
¥dune 13", Butte Glen (tentative)
¥June 14", North Vdley (Chico)

Attendeeswill learn how to evauate current and
proposed payor contracts target payorsfor
caontract terminaion, negotiation, or
renegotiation; monitor payor compliancewith
cantract terms and, determine apayor@vadueto
their practice Participantswill aso receve acaqoy
of CMAGpayor contracting guide entitled
Taking Charge Segpsto Evaluating Rdationdhips
and Prgparingfor Negatiations Vigt
wwwcedphysorg/html/cc270asp or cdl/e-mail
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Jewd Thompson a (916)551-2061/
Jthompson@cmenet.org for more information.

CMAG 10" Annual California Heslth Care
Leader ship Academy takes placeApril 13-15" in
Monterey. Learn what you need to know now
about the lates trendsaffecting medicd practice
Therewill dso be practicemanagement
workshopsfor physciansand officegaff. For
moreinformation and to regider, vigt
wwwcmenet.org/leedership.

NHIC/Medicare, DHS/MediCal,

& Private Payors

[Editor@Nate ANCO communicatesregularly with
National Heritage Inaurance Company (NHIC) that
adminigers Medicarein Cdiforniaand the Department of

Hedlth Savices(DH S) that adminigersMediCd in
Cdifornia]

NHIC/Medica€srevised EA (EPO) Locd
Coverage Degemination (LCD), or coverage
policy, waseffective April 2™. Accestherevised
policyviathe ANCO webste & wwwanco-
online.org. In ummary:

1.J0881/J0885are covered for anemia of
carce chemothergpy. U= 2848 asthe
primary diagnods us E933 1 asthe
scandary diagnoss You may (it is
optiond for NHIC/Medicae) secify the
underlying cance diagnossunder
treetment. Please condder use of the
cace diagnogscaefully, epecidly snce
Medicae sscandary payers may not have
yet updated their coverage policiesand
cading/billing ingructions Coverage for
thisdiagnogsisadlowed up to 120days
following the end of trestment.

2.J0881/X0885are covered for multiple
myedoma (MM) and mydodysplagic
gyndromes(MDS) under anemiaof bone
marrow dysfunctions not under trestment
with chemothergpy. UsthelCD-9
diagnosscadefor MM or MDS asthe
primary diagnosscode.
3.X0881/X0885ae no longer covered for
anemiaof mdignancy.
In Septembe 2006,CM Sannounced that it
would implement the revised Form CM S1500
(08-05) on January 1%, 2007 with dud
accetability of both versonsuntil March 317,
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2007.CM Sfurther announced that beginning
April 1%, 2007, the only acceptable verson of the
form would bethe Form CM S$1500(08-05) and
that the prior verson, Form CM S1500(12-90),
would bergected. It hasrecently caneto CM SS9
dtention that thereareincarectly formatted
versonsof therevised form bang sold by print
vendors, specificdly the Government Printing
Office(GPO). Therefore, CM S hasdecided to
extend the acaptancepeiod of theForm CMS
1500 (12-90) verson beyond theorignal April
1%, 2007 deadline M edicae contractorswill be
directed to cantinueto accet the Form CM S
1500(12-90) until notified by CM S And,
NHIC/Medicae hasannounced that it will be
ableto process clamssubmitted on incarectly
formatted CM S 1500formswhile phydciansare
obtaining carected forms. The bes way to
identify badly formatted formsisto look a the
upper right-hand caner of theform. If thetip of
thered arrow above the verticdly gacked word
GCARRIERGistouching or closeto touching the
top edge of theform, then theform isnot printed
to goecificaions There should begoproximatey
aquarter of an inch beween thetip of the arrow
and thetop edge of the paper on properly
formatted forms Please note that thisisue
involvesthe paper clam form only and does not
affect the NPl implementation date.

TheMdlicaeB Reource(March 2007) is
avalable online a www.medicaenhic.can/newd
provider_newsmbr_mar07 pdf.

Vigt wwwmedicaenhic.can/cd_prov/
updatesshtml to learn thelatest information
(updated weskly) from NH IC/Medicae.
Updatesare d o posted on ANCOGWebLog (a
wwwanco-online.org/newdindex.html; under
CalifarniaNens.

EDUCATION
[Editor@Nate ANCO organizesdinica and professond
education megtingsthroughout the year and throughout
Northern Cdifornia]

ANCO 2007 Annual Meeting: Be Prepared!

ANCO's2007Annua Meding Be Prepared! will
take placeon Friday, June 29"-Saturday, June
30", a the Hyatt Vineyard Crek Hatd & Spaiin
SntaRosa The meeting announcament
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(including agenda/faculty, housng information,
and regidration form) isattached to thisedition
of the ANCO FAX Newsand avalable &
wwwanco-online.org/annmtg2007html. Copies
arebang mailed on April 6.

ANCO Legislative/Regulatory Update at
ASCOI!s Best of ASCO 2007

ASCO'sBet of ASCO 2007will take placeon
July 20"-21% in San Francisco. Bes of ASCO
features premier abgractsfrom the ASCO Annual
Medingand offers CM E opportunitiesfor
atendees ANCO'sASCO Hidhlights2007will
not beorganized in lieu of Bex o ASCO 2007
whichweencaurage dl membea'sto atend. For
additiond information, vigt

www asco.org/boa2007. An ANCO
legidative/regulatory update with Joseph Bailes
M.D., will take placeat Bez of ASCO on the
evening of July 19" Plan on arriving early for
Bet of ASCO and attending the ANCO event.
Watchfor an announcement in the near future.

Additional Education Meetings

Other megtingsof possbleinteres to ANCO
membe precticesare

April 12-13"

Adhieving Effident Pradtice Opaations
Medicd Group M anagement Asociation
New Orleans

April 12-14"

31* Annua Smposum

American Society of Breast Dissase
San Frandsco

April 14-18"

98" Annual Meding

American Association for Cance Research
LosAngdes

April 15-16"

I mplementing Beg Pradicesdf Sucoesful Medical
Graups

Medicd Group M anagement Asociation

New Orleans

April 15-17"

2007 Conference

Medicd Group Management
Asociaion/Adminigratorsin
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Oncdogy/Hematology
Audin

April 17", May 15", & June 19"

The5™ Annual Canaar Survivarship Saries Living

With, Through, and Beyond Cancer
CanceCare
Telephone Educaion Workshop

April 18"

Melical Update on Ovarian Cancer
CanceCare

Telephone Educdion Workshop

April 24-28"
ONSConges

Oncdogy Nurgng Society
LasVegas

April 25", June 28"

Livingwith Cdorezal Canoe
CanceCare

Telephone Educdion Workshop

M ey 2nd_4th

Annual Confaence

Asociation of Oncology Socid Work
Portland, OR

May 6-9"

Foring Conference
CdiforniaHospiceFoundation
Reno

May 239, June 20"

Chanatherapy Rdated Anemia: Takinga Sep
Forward

CanceCare

Telephone Educaion Workshop

June 1%-5"

2007 Annual Megting

American Society of Clinicd Oncdogy
Chicago

June21*

Breas Canog Updatefram the ASCO 2007
Annual Meding

CanceCare

Telephone Educaion Workshop

June25"-26"

8" Annual Patient Congres
Patient Advocae Foundation
Washington, D.C.

ANCO FAX Nens April 6", 2007

Please contact the ANCO officefor more
information about these meetings

MEMBERSHIP RESOURCES
& BENEFITS

Benefits

ANCO cotinuesto seek waysto make
membership more beneficial. The Board
condantly identifies reviews and gpproves of
additiond membeaship benefits In addition to
the benefits derived from itsadvocacy,
educdiond, and information dissemination
activities ANCO membeasaso benefit from
group purchesng activitiesand vaue added
srvicesfrom anumbe of vendors including:

¥ California Oncdogy Consortium
(COC) Group Purchasng Organization
(GPO). The COC GPO haspreferred
vendor agreements and discounted
pricing with International Onad ogy
Newark (ION)/Onadlagy Supply (09,
M dKesson Spadalty Onaology Savioes
(formerly National Onadogy Allianceor
NOA), and OTN. Contect your locd
ION/OS(Doug Sorer a (650)219
92820r douglasgorer@ononline.com;
or Paul Sullivan a (602)391-91660r
paul.aullivan@ononline.com),

M cKesson/NOA (Scot Wagner at (866)
466-24620r svagner@noanc.can; or
Parick Wash a (415)793-87360r
patrickwdsh@mckeson.cam), or OTN
(Jennifer Semanik at (415)497-27500r
Tony Policani a (509)99502800r
anthony.policoni@otnnet.cam)
repreentativesfor more information.

¥ Oncdogy Pharmaceuticd Savice
(OPS), adivison of USOnadlogy.
Contact Sean Taylor & (415)2354673
or sean.taylor@usoncology.com for more
information.

¥Onmark, OTNQ@ preferred group
purchasng organization. Contact
Monique Wedon at (650)871-21080r
monigue.weson@onmarkservicescan
for moreinformation.

¥Intrind Q@I ntdli Do Diaunt
Program makesIntdliDosg aclinicd
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oncdogy ftware solution, avallableto
ANCO membeasa aggnificant

discaunt. In addition, ancillary

productd services and mantenancefees
will dso bediscounted for ANCO
membe practices Contact KrisBeinder
a IntringQ directly a (800)565-2279,
x151 or kbaender@ntringg.cam for more
information about IntringQ Ressarch and
IntdliDoeor vist wwwintringg.cam.

McKeson Specialty Oncdogy Saviceshas
extended itsrembursement cal-in sries. The
next Onadogy Update 2007 cdl-in program will
teke placeon April 25" & 12PM. Vist
wwwnoanc.can for moreinformation.

The Oncdogy Pharmaceuticd Savices(OPS)
webcas entitled Markeing Your Practiceis
awailade a www.opspharmecig.camn/
opesarchives OPSinvitesANCO membersto a
webcas entitled Introduction to OPSon April
12" a 1230PV. For moreinformation and to
regiger vist wwwopspharmacig.cam/
ancovebca, emal OPS@usoncology.com, or
cdl (866)216-5053.

Onmark presents Regmen Prdfiler in Your
Practiceviawebcat on April 11" & 9AM and
26" a& 12PV. Onmark also presents
Benchmarking Your Practiceviawebca on May
1% & 9AM and May 2™ a& 12PM. Vist
wwwonmarkservicescam (sdect Eventg for more
information and to enroall.

ASSOCIATION NEWS

Board of Directors

The ANCO Baard o Diredtarsmeetsregularly by
tdecanferenceand occaonadly in person to
discussisuues affecting the Asdation, clinicd and
professond educdion, and waysto beter srve
the membeaship. Baard megtings are open to
individud physcian membea's Thenext regulaly
scheduled ANCO Board of Directors
tdecanference will take placeon May 17", Please
cdl JoZLuisGonzHiez, ANCO Exentive
Diredar, a (415)472-3960if you wish to
paticipatein afuture mesting.
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Individual Member News

The ANCO Directory of Membe s2006 was
published and mailed to ANCO physcian
membe's nurse and officemanager cantacts, and,
Corporae Membe representaivesa theend of
June 2006.Additiona copiesare avalable from
the ANCO officeupon request. Please verify your
Diredary entry and contact the ANCO office
with any corrections additions and/or deetions
Thenext Diredary will bepublished in June
2007.

Thefollowing update(s) to the Directory should
beinsrted in the appropriate locaion(s):

ALPHABETICAL DIRECTORY
OF NURSE & OFFICE MANAGER
CONTACTS

Sandy Goldberg
110LaCasaViag Quite210
Wanut Cregk, CA 94598
Tdephane (925)9399610
FAX: (925)939-9630

sndygd dberg@bag cbal.net

Institutional Member News

ANCO thanksthefollowing Ingitutional
Membersfor their support:

¥ Sanfard Universty Madical Onadogy

¥Univasty o Cadlifarnia, Davis
Canaz Cante

¥Univasty o Califarnia, San Frandso

For information on continuing medical
educaton meetings organized by our
Ingitutional Members, please vigt:

¥med.ganford.edu/seminard cme-
dl.jpcme=mn

¥wwwucdmc.ucdavisedu/cme/

caonferences

¥wwwceme.ucs.edu/cme/

index.agpxDiplay=Dae
UCSF@2nd I nternational Symposum on Cance
and the Lymphovascula Sygem takesplaced the
Hilton Had in San Franciscoon May 39-5™.
Vigt wwwcecme.ucs.edu/cme/
CourseDetall.agpxTaurssnumba=M3J07002
for moreinformation.
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UCSF@Pain Management and End-of-Life Care
tekesplaceat the Sr FranasDrakeHad in San
Franciscoon June 7-8". Vist
wwwcme.ucs.edu/cme/
CourseDetall.agpxTaurssnumba=MDM 07PL4
for moreinformation.

UCDG@8" Annua Advancesin Oncdogy takes
placeat the Hyatt Regency in Secramento on
Octobe 20"

The 9" Annual UCSF/UCD Thoracic Oncdogy
Conferencetakes placein San Franciscoon
Novembe 17", Vist wwweme.ucd.edu/cme/
CourseDetall.agpxTaursenumba=M3J07004
for moreinformation.

Corporate Member News

ANCO thanksthe following Corporate
Membersfor ther generous support tha enables
ANCO to grow and expand itsservicesfor the
hematology/oncology canmunity in Northern
Cdifornia and to provideitsmembesand thear
paientswith subgantid benefitsin the areas of
advocacy, educdion, and information
dissemination:
AMGEN ¥ APP/Abraxis Onadogy
AdraZeneca
Baya Onad ogy/Onyx Pharmaoauti cals
biogenl DEC
Brigd-MyasSguibb Onadogy
Cephalon Onadagy ¥ Clarient Diagnadics
Enzon Pharmacauticals
Genentech BicOnaology
Genitogpe Carparation ¥ GenomicHedlth
GlaxadamithKline
International Onad agy Netwark
Lath Graup Hedlthcare Conaultants
Lilly Onodogy ¥ Matrix Onod ogy
M Kesson Spadalty Onaology Savioes
Medlmmune Onadogy ¥MGI Pharma
Millennium ¥NovartisOnadogy
Onadagy Pharmaoautical Sarvices
Onadogy Supply ¥ Onmark
OrthoBiaeth ¥ OS Pharmacauticals¥OTN
Pfizer Onadogy ¥ Pharmion
Raodche Onad agy ¥ Sandfi AventisOnad ogy
Stheaing-Plough Onadogy ¥ SupaGen

Genomic Hedlth informs ANCO that Blue
Shidd of California hasingituted a podtive
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coverage policyfor Oncatype DX. Theuse of
Oncaype DX gene expresson profiling for
predicting recurrenceof breast cancer when used
in deciding on chemotherapy, iscansdered
medicdly necessry for women newly diagnosed
with Sage 1 or 2 node-negative brees cance
who aredther 1) esrogen receptor pogdtive and
HER?2 receptor podtive with atumor of 1am or
lessor 2) esrogen recetor podtive and HER2
receptor negative with any 9ze tumor.

Publications, Services, & Surveys

ASCO) hasupdated its2004clinicalpracice
guiddineto guide oncdogigson bes pracices
for theinitial management of androgen-
sendtive, metagatic, recurrent, or progressve
progate cance. Thenew guiddineisbdng
published in the April 2™ issue of the Jaurnal of
Clinical Onadagy (wwwjco.org).

Membership Dues for 2007

Third notices of membership renewal were
mailed the week of April 2. Return your 2007
membership duesto ANCO now to ensure your
inclugon in The ANCO Directory of Membea's
2007. Be sureto provide ANCO with the
name(9) of officeand/or nurse manager
cantect(s). Thosenot renewing their membeaship
by June 1* will bedeeted from the Diredary of
Mambea's and will no longer bedigiblefor any
ANCO bendits Contact the ANCO officeif you
did not recave or miglaced your membaship
duesrenewd notice

ANCO seksnew membeas All membersof a
praciceshould join ANCO. Providethe ANCO
officewith the names and addresses of colleagues
you would likeinvited to join ANCO.

Alarger ANCO isadgronger ANCO!



